
Virtual Social Europe Days 2021
Challenges for Social Policy, Social Work and 

Human Resource Management
19 – 22 April 2021

PROGRAM



April 12 – April 18, 2021 Online Ramp-Up OLAT Announcements, files, getting to know each other in forums (supported by Hasselt delegation)  

April 13     19.00-20.00 Apéro zoom Informal Soft Opening – Sneak Preview – Test Meeting

09.30-12.30 Welcome Session zoom 09.30-11.00 : Warm welcome, introducing the delegations & the program, with Intro sessions for workshop groups 
11.00-12.00: Keynote by Mary Collins (European Women’s Lobby):

“Challenges for the European Union in Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Times
12.00-12.30: Introduction to Written Debate Competitions : House of Commons Debate 

14.00-15.30  European Parliament zoom Virtual Tour of the European Parliament, Discussion with  MEP Katrin Langensiepen, Vice Committee Chair of Committee 
on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) 

16:00-17.00 Guest Lecture zoom Klaske Veith, Hanze University of Groningen: “Healthy aging”

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together with Buddy Group, sharing and reflecting the day

09.30-12.30 Workshops 1-5 zoom 3 h online workshop sessions with student presentations, comparison of delegations ’
14.00-17.00 Workshops 6-10 zoom perspectives and discussion, s. workshop program

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together with Buddy Group, sharing and reflecting the day

20.00-22.30 Cultural Evening: Tell us your story zoom Social hangout, share your story, sing a song, read a poem, ask questions, 
meet new friends

09.00-12.00 Guest Lectures & Field Visits  zoom s. Guest Lecture & Field Visit Program 
14.00-17.00

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together with Buddy Group, sharing and reflecting on the day

09.00-11.00 Guest Lectures & Field Visits  zoom s. Guest Lecture & Field Visit Program 

11.00-13.00 Closing & Farewell Session zoom Commentary on Debate and Prize Awarding
Closure & Farewell 

April 19 to April 21, midnight Written debate competition  OLAT Debate 1 “Extremists: boycott them or talk to them?” 
Incentive:  Best Debater Award Debate 2 ''Political correctness has gone too far and is now stifling freedom of speech''

April 23 to April 30 Online Wrap Up OLAT Share files, links, last Q & A, evaluation
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All times are CET (Brussels time) Last update: 12 April 2021



09.30 – 12.30 Welcome Session zoom 09.30-11.00 : Warm welcome, introducing the delegations & the program, with
intro sessions for workshop groups 

11.00-12.00: Keynote by Mary Collins (European Women’s Lobby): Challenges 
for the European Union in Pandemic and Post-Pandemic Times

12.00-12.30: Introduction to Written Debate Competitions: 
“House of Commons Debate”

14.00 - 15.30  European Parliament zoom Virtual Tour of the European Parliament, Discussion with Katrin Langensiepen, 
Vice Committee Chair of Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL), 

16:00 - 17.00 Guest Lecture zoom Klaske Veith, Hanze University of Groningen: Healthy aging

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together with Buddy Group, sharing and reflecting the day
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09.30 - 12.30 Workshops 1-5 zoom 3 h online workshop sessions with student presentations, comparison of
delegations’ perspectives  and discussion, s. workshop program
WS1: Migrants and Social Cohesion WS2: Poverty and Social Exclusion
WS3: More People at Work WS4: Social Benefits
WS5: Recruitment and Selection

14.00 – 17.00 Workshops 6-10 zoom WS6: Digital Economy & Society WS7: The Future of Work
WS8: Healthy Aging WS9: Gender, Work and Society
WS10: Social Work and Climate

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together with Buddy Group, sharing and reflecting the day

20.00 - 22.30 Cultural Evening: zoom Social hangout, share your story, sing a song, read a poem, ask questions, 
“Tell us your story” meet new friends
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Guest Lecture & Field Visit zoom
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09:00 Nathalie Kasparek und Alparslan Zengin, International Organisation for Migration, Bremen, Germany: The International 
Organisation for Migration: Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration https://germany.iom.int/en

10:00 David Tang, Berlin, Germany, Social Incubator Project 
Together (https://projecttogether.org):  TED Talk of the 
Founder https://youtu.be/dhg53rg_z0M

Liga Peiseniece, Riga, Latvia: New role of HR in pandemic time 
https://www.ba.lv/university/contacts-and-structure/contact/liga-
peiseniece-2/

11:00 Frank Adloff, University of Hamburg, Germany: Convivialism - a pathway for a sustainable future? 
https://www.gcr21.org/publications/gcr/global-dialogues/convivialist-manifesto-a-declaration-of-interdependence ; 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/culture-2020-0011/html

12:00 Lunch break

https://germany.iom.int/en
https://projecttogether.org/
https://youtu.be/dhg53rg_z0M
https://www.ba.lv/university/contacts-and-structure/contact/liga-peiseniece-2/
https://www.gcr21.org/publications/gcr/global-dialogues/convivialist-manifesto-a-declaration-of-interdependence
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/culture-2020-0011/html


Guest Lecture & Field Visit zoom

17.00 Buddy Group zoom Informal Get-Together
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14:00 Sylvie de Goeij, Hanze University of Applied Science, 
dGroningen, Netherlands: Inclusion and Diversity

Patricia Arnold, Hochschule München University of Applied 
Sciences, Germany: Open Education and Training - New Learning 
for 21st Century Skills?

15:00 Christiane Trüe, Hochschule Bremen, Germany: Social, 
Economic and Legal Issues of Climate Change

Alberto Vallejo Peña, University of Malaga, Spain: 
Mergers between Multinational Organizations from a Cross-
cultural Perspective: Comparing Case Studies

16:00 Patrick Akachukwu, Hochschule Bremen, Germany The 
Legal Status of Climate Refugees in the EU

TBD



Guest Lecture & Field Visit  zoom

11.00 - 13.00 Closing & Farewell Session zoom Commentary on Debate and Prize Awarding
Closure & Farewell 
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09:00 Radu-Ioan Popa, Lucian Blaga University, Sibiu, Romania: Managing illness at the workplace. Old story, new challenges

10:00 María Luisa Gómez Jiménez, University of Malaga, Spain: Governing a Pandemia: some reflections on the bright and dark 
side of the “new normal”
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